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CURRENT LANGUAGE: 
Page # 12 
Article XII  
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY  
Board Meetings are open to the public and shall be conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the California Brown Act.  
The MVCC shall use Rosenberg’s Rules of Order. Additional rules and/or policies and procedures 
regarding the conduct of the meetings may be developed and adopted by the Board and those 
would be found in MVCC Standing Rules.  
  
 
PROPOSED LANGUAGE:  
 
Article XII  
PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY  
Board Meetings are open to the public and shall be conducted in accordance with the 
provisions of the California Brown Act.  
The MVCC shall use Robert’s Rules of Order to facilitate Board Meetings. Additional rules 
and/or policies and procedures regarding the conduct of the meetings may be developed and 
adopted by the Board and those would be found in MVCC Standing Rules.  
 
RATIONALE: 
The purpose of parliamentary procedure is to make it easier for people to work together 

effectively and to help groups accomplish their purposes. Rules of procedure should assist a 

meeting, not inhibit it.  

Group process, that is, the process of individuals interacting with each other in a group, is a 

richly complex and intriguing phenomenon. The shifting alliances and rivalries of subgroups and 

the emergence and clash of dominant personalities can be fascinating to study. Yet, as anyone 

who has attempted to work with a group to a practical end will attest, the emergence of some 

kinds of group dynamics can thwart, or completely sabotage, achievement of the group’s goals. 

Systematic rules of parliamentary procedure have gradually evolved over centuries. Their 

purpose is to facilitate the business of the group and to ensure an equal opportunity for all group 

members to contribute and participate in conducting the business. Robert’s Rules of Order, first 
published in 1876, is the most commonly used system of parliamentary procedure in North 
America by which almost all committees and associations operate. 
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