
	  

	  
MAR VISTA COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Regular Meeting of the Board of Directors 

Tuesday, July 14th, 2015, at 7:00 P.M. 
Mar Vista Recreation Center Auditorium 
11430 Woodbine Street, Mar Vista, CA 

90066 

MINUTES 
1. Call to order and Welcome – Chair (1 min) 

Meeting called to order at 7:13 P.M. 
Quorum present: Bill Koontz (chair), Bill Scheding (treasurer), John Kuchta (2nd vice chair), Melissa Stoller 
(secretary), Sherri Akers, Valerie Davidson, Robin Doyno, Michelle Krupkin, Michael Millman, Brad Wilhite, 
Yvette Molinaro, Ken Alpren 

2. Presentation of flag and Pledge of Allegiance (1 min) 
3. Approval of June 9, 2015 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes (public comment permitted; 1 

min per speaker) 
Motion to approve June 9 and June 17 minutes by Bill Scheding, 2nd by Sherri Akers. Motion carried: 11 ayes, 1 
abstention (John Kuchta). 

4. Approval of June 17, 2015 Board of Directors Meeting Minutes (public comment permitted; 1 
min per speaker) 

5. Public Comment & Announcements - for items not on the agenda (max 1 min each unless 
waived by the Chair) 
Malia Schilling (CicLAvia):  

• Sunday, August 9, 9:00 A.M.–4:00 P.M.; cars must be removed from streets on route by 8:00 A.M. 
• Mar Vista Farmers’ Market is hub of activity, will highlight Great Street 
• Community meeting on July 16, 7:00 P.M., at Beyond Baroque to present CicLAvia activities, 

business opportunities, street closures and volunteer positions. CicLAvia will also be at the Farmers’ 
Market on July 26 in the MVCC tent. 

• CicLAvia is trying to acquire additional parking lot for Farmers’ Market; talking to Bowlero 
Christopher McKennon 

• Work is in progress on North Oval curbs; tried to make it a Green Street, but it will have 
conventional curbs. City Council found sufficient funds to make up gap between assessment district 
collection and actual cost.. 

Jack Nordhouse 
• Leads “What’s New This Week” current events discussion group every Thursday, 1:00 P.M., at Mar 

Vista Public Library. 
Sherri Akers 

• 2nd Annual Relay for Life Mar Vista/WLA is Saturday, July 18, at Mar Vista Recreation Center. 
6. Elected Officials and City Department Reports (max 1 min. each unless waived by the Chair) 

a. CD 11 – CM Mike Bonin, rep. by Field Deputy Len Nguyen Len.Nguyen@lacity.org 
• Bonin & O’Farrel introduced motion to reform small lot subdivision regulation to make more 

compatible with neighborhoods 
• Budget & Finance and Public Works committees holding joint meeting at Mar Vista Recreation 

Center on July 28, 6:00 P.M.; want public feedback on how to prioritize sidewalk repairs. A tree 
surgeon will determine whether a tree is removed. 



	  

• Great Streets Workshop on August 6, 6:00 P.M.  will have various stations showing feedback 
received and reveal some streetscape design information. 

• Public meeting at WLA Municipal Building, Hearing Room 200, on August 10, 6:00 P.M.–8:00 P.M., 
to address sidewalk vending. 

b. Mar Vista Recreation Center – Lizka Mendoza, Director  
c. CD 5 – Paul Koretz, rep by Joseph Galloway joejdg92@gmail.com 
d. US 36 – Janice Hahn 
d2. US 37 – Karen Bass, rep by District Director Maral V. Karaccusian maral@mail.house.gov 

• FAA meeting in D.C.: most attendees opposed Santa Monica Airport; FAA not listening—believes 
will go into litigation. 

• FAA Metroplex plan that changes Southern California flight paths is in 90 day comment period. 
• Mike Bonin started change.org petition to stop SMO noise and pollution. 

e. CA Assembly 54-Sebastian Ridley-Thomas, rep by Scott Malsin 
scott.malsin@assembly.ca.gov 

f. Congressman – Ted Lieu, rep. by Robert Pullen-Miles Robert.Pullen-Miles@sen.ca.gov 
g. CA Assembly 47 
h. CA Assembly 62 
i. 2nd Dist. L. A. County Board Supervisor Mark Ridley Thomas, rep. by Karly  Katona, 

Karly.Katona@bos.lacounty.gov 
j. Mayor of Los Angeles – Eric Garcetti, rep. by Daniel Tamm  Daniel.tamm@lacity.org 

7. Officers and Liaison Reports (Action items included with public comment permitted; 1 min per 
speaker) 

a. Chair-Bill Koontz 
i. Committee assignments (possible motions to follow) 

Motion by Bill Scheding, 2nd by Ken Alpren to reappoint all committee chairs, co-chairs, 
representatives.. 
Bill talked to everyone; they’re all happy with current assignments, so no moves. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

ii. Board retreat 
Still in works, looking for date in August; Bill Koontz will send Doodle. 

b. First Vice Chair – Mitchell Rishe 
c. Second Vice Chair – John Kuchta 
d. Secretary –Melissa Stoller 

• Asked committee chairs to send motions for agenda in an email; include a Council File #. 
• Agenda will close at 8:00 P.M. the Thursday before the next BOD meeting. 

e. Treasurer-William Scheding: NOTE: All funding motions must conform to all Empower 
funding guidelines and must be funded and paid in fiscal year 2014- 15 or they will expire. 
All NPG and CIG grants approved by the Mar Vista Community Council are restricted funds 
according to Department of Neighborhood Empowerment regulations and must be used for 
the exact purpose approved by the MVCC. All Neighborhood Council Funding reports are 
available online at http://done.lacity.org/onlinefunding/ncfunding.aspx 
Motion to consider 7.e.i–ii and 7.e.v–vii on consent by Bill Scheding, 2nd by John Kucha. Motion 
carried unanimously.  

i. APPROVAL of June Monthly Expense Report (MER) 
ii. FUNDING MOTION: MVCC approves a Neighborhood Purpose Grant of $4000 to 

the Fall Festival.  
iii. FUNDING MOTION: MVCC approves the expenditure of up to $300 per month, 

payable to StorQuest, for storage of MVCC property. 
iv. FUNDING MOTION: MVCC approves the expenditure of up to $100500 per 

month, payable to RIMU, for web hosting. 
Bill Scheding amended to allocate up to $500. Motion to approve as amended by Bill 
Scheding, 2nd by John Kucha. Motion carried unanimously. 



	  

v. FUNDING MOTION: MVCC approves the expenditure of up to $4000 per 
newsletter, payable to Pacific Rim Printers, for newsletter printing. 

vi. FUNDING MOTION: MVCC approves the expenditure of up to $2000 per 
newsletter, payable to CBS Advertising, for newsletter distribution. 

vii. FUNDING MOTION: MVCC approves the expenditure of $1000, payable to the 
Mar Vista Farmers’ Market, for tent rental. 

viii. FUNDING MOTION: MVCC approves the establishment of an account at Copy 
Land, with billing not to exceed $500 per month and all print orders to be place 
via email by the MVCC chair. 
Motion to approve by Melissa Stoller, 2nd by.Michael Millman. 
Discussion: 

Copyland is located at Barrington and Pico. .MVCC previously had an account there. 
Can’t establish similar account at Staples. 
Bill Scheding: can’t support because it’s outside of Mar Vista. 
Michelle Krupkin: Suggests looking at Marty Popkin Printing on Washington Plaee in 
Mar Vista. 

Motion carried with 12 ayes, 1 nay. 
f. Mar Vista Bi Monthly LADOT/CD11/LAPD Traffic Committee Liaison: Linda Guagliano 

• Next meeting is Wed. Jul 15, 10:00 A.M.; LAPD officer won’t be there. 
g. DWP MOU Liaison: Myra Boime 
h. LANCC Liaison: Open (Bill Koontz reporting) 
i. DWP Recycled Water Liaison: Christopher McKinnon  www.ladwp.com/recycledwater 

• Met June 24. Committee members questioning why taking so long to get water to spreading grounds 
• Local business in Playa Vista won award for recycled water use. DWP is getting new customers for 

recycled water. 
• Bill Koontz: city has giant cistern at Mar Vista Recreation Center; and one at another park, but most 

of our water goes to the ocean.  Wants to know: is city doing anything to prepare for El Nino? 
Christopher: City is thinking about. 

• New building requirements are in pipeline; include lots of greywater capture. 
j Fall Festival Liaison: Albert Olson 

• Theme: Heroes Among Us. Looking for unsung neighborhood heroes, such as a neighbor who helps 
a neighbor. 

k. City Budget: John Kuchta 
l. Recode LA: Sharon Commins 

• Next meeting is July 22, 6:00-8:00 P.M ; call for parking. 
• June Mtg (check website) 
• Seattle, Washington zoning changes: reported that at a secret meeting triplex was made base unit for 

zoning, eliminating single family home zone. 
• Michael Millman: requests stand up motion that MVCC can support: R1 is the fabric of Los 

Angeles. 
m. Mar Vista Chamber of Commerce: Sarah Auerswald 

• Excited aboutt CicLAvia. 
• Sweet Lucie’s opened July 14. 
• Neighborhood Night Out is August 4, 6:00–8:00 P.M,  at Venice High School. 
• Ken Alpren: asks Chamber to identify alleys to tackle next as well as high priority sidewalks.   

n. Neighborhood Council Sustainability Alliance: Sherri Akers 
• Water Committee meeting: Melanie Winter or the Los Angeles River Project presented; new 

parkway guidelines don’t address curb cuts or bioswales. 
• Steering committee still more concerned with process 

8. New Business - Action items, which may include motions to refer items to the appropriate MVCC 
committee where desirable   (public comment permitted, 1 min per speaker unless waived by the 
Chair); items   may be received and filed by consent if no discussion or public comment. 



	  

Motion to approve 8.b–f and 8.h on consent. Motion carried unanimously. 
a. ADMINISTRATIVE MOTION: Standing Rules Amendment (submitted by Chair) 

All board members, both elected and non-elected co-chairs and anyone that may hold a position in 
which they represent the MVCC on another board, panel, committee or to the general public at large 
shall adhere to the Code of Conduct policy #2014-12 by either signing must sign the Code of Conduct 
or participating in training approved the Department of Neighborhood Empowerment set forth by the 
DONE and/or the BONC. 
Bill accepts friendly amendment offered by Sharon Cummins. Motion to approve as amended by Bill 
Scheding, 2nd by John Kuchta. Motion carried unanimously. 

b. POLICY MOTION: Watershed Approach (submitted by Green Committee) 
Currently, LADWP's turf replacement rebate encourages the use of "California Friendly© 
plants, mulch, and permeable pathways. While this popular program is a good step in the 
right direction, it misses opportunities to realize the Department of Sanitation’s 
comprehensive "Capture, Conserve, Reuse” motto through a more integrative, multi-
benefit approach. 
The Mar Vista Community Council supports the Watershed Approach Motion (CF 15-0768 - 
see Attachment A) introduced by Councilmember Paul Koretz which directs the 
Department of Water and Power and the Bureau of Sanitation, in consultation with 
stakeholders, to evaluate and present to the City Council within 60 days options to 
incentivize applicants to meet a multi-benefit "watershed approach". 

c. POLICY MOTION: Aging in Place Logo (submitted by Aging in Place Committee) 
The Mar Vista Community Council approves the Aging in Place logo (see Attachment B) 
and its use to identify the Aging in Place Committee. 

d. POLICY MOTION: Santa Monica Airport Path Impacts Resolution (submitted by 
Santa Monica Airport Committee) 
The Mar Vista Community Council supports the Santa Monica Airport Path Impacts 
Resolution (see Attachment C) introduced by Councilmembers Mike Bonin and Paul Koretz. 

e. POLICY MOTION: Santa Monica Airport Proposed Ordinance (submitted by Santa 
Monica Airport Committee) 
The Mar Vista Community Council supports the draft Proposed Ordinance Concerning the 
Proprietary Management of the Santa Monica Airport. 

f. POLICY MOTION: Status Kuo (3809-3811 Grand View Blvd.) (submitted by PLUM 
Committee) 
The Mar Vista Community Council approves a new conditional use permit (Case No. ZA-
2015-1646-CUB-ZV) for on-site sale and dispensing of alcoholic beverages; expand 
seating to sidewalk; expand hours of operation from 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M. daily; permit 
take-out restaurant food; and approve the 12 mandated parking spaces at an off-site 
location. 

g. POLICY MOTION: 3658 and 3660 S. Beethoven St. (submitted by PLUM Committee) 
The Mar Vista Community Council approves a small lot subdivision and construction of two 
adjacent townhouses (three stories, not to exceed approximately 33 34 feet 4 inches) at 
3658/3660 S. Beethoven Street, Los Angeles, CA 90066 (Case No. AA-2015-642-PMLA) 
subject to suggested modifications and mitigations as follows:  

A.  Ceiling heights not to exceed 9 feet;  
B.  Installation of neighbor-friendly landscaping to enhance privacy;  
C.  Removal of small decorative/cosmetic balconies;  
D.  Reconfigure windows so as to enhance privacy;  
E.  Work with school officials and others to develop a mitigation plan during 

construction so as to protect and preserve the safety of the children. 
Motion to approve by Michael Millman, 2nd by Ken Alpren.  
Friendly amendment by Bill Scheding, 2nd by Michael Millman 
Great PLUM meeting;  
Presentation by Karig McCloskey 

• Able to achieve all but height of 33, wants 34ft 4in to make space for ducting; 
strike ceiling limit 

• Landscaping will comply with all city regulations; 



	  

• Footprint is approximately 51% of lot 
• 2 car garage on site; 3000 sq. ft. per home, 4 bedrooms; lot is approx.  5600 

sq. ft. 
Motion carried with 9 ayes, 2 nays, 1 abstention (Michelle Krupkin). 

h. POLICY MOTION: Starbucks Coffee (3006 S. Sepulveda Blvd.).  
The Mar Vista Community Council approves Case No. ZA 2015-1370-CU, extended hours 
of operation for Starbuck Coffee on-site at Supeveda/Naional shopping center, next to CVS 
Pharmacy. 

9. Zone Director Reports – (may include motions to refer action items to the appropriate MVCC 
committee where desirable; public comment permitted) 

a. Zone 1 – Ken Alpern 
EXPO line opening April 2016. 

b. Zone 2 – Brad Wilhite 
New gas valves, new meters. 

c. Zone 3 – Bill Scheding  
d. Zone 4 - Michael Millman 
e. Zone 5 – Michelle Krupkin 

Big auto accident at Washington Place & Inglewood; need better traffic control on Inglewood. 
Extremely excessive fireworks; working on motion. Sharon Cummins: need code enforcement, ability 
to write citations, website to report. 

f. Zone 6 – Valerie Davidson 
Break-in with knife; found suspect barefoot in tree. 
People concerned about toxic chemicals sprayed on grass (Turf Terminators). 
Lots of McMansions, people don’t like. 

10. Committee Reports - (may include motions to refer action items to the appropriate MVCC 
committee where desirable; public comment permitted) 

a. Executive & Finance Committee - Bill Koontz, Chair 
b. Recreation Open Space Enhancement Committee – Jerry Hornof & Tom Ponton, Co-

Chairs 
c. Green Committee – Melissa Stoller, Jeanne Kuntz & Sherri Akers, Co-Chairs 
d. Transportation & Infrastructure Committee – Ken Alpern & Michelle Krupkin, Co-

Chairs 
Meeting 4th Thursday. 

e. Planning and Land Use Management Committee - Steve Wallace & Mitchell Rishe, Co-
Chairs; Michael Millman, Vice-Chair 

f. Education, Arts and Culture Committee – Brad Wilhite & Sara Roos, Co- Chairs 
g. Santa Monica Airport Committee – Valerie Davidson & Martin Rubin, Co-Chairs 

Santa Monica City Council voting tonight on what to allow: short term leases, month to month? Land 
reverted July 15. 

h. Safety and Security Committee – Rob Kadota, Chair 
National Night Out is Tuesday, August 4 at Venice High School. 

i. Historic FS 62 Ad Hoc Committee – Rachel Swanger & Roy Persinko, Co-Chairs 
Ladies Auxiliary wants to take over for training; committee beat them back. 

j. Community Outreach Committee – Sarah Auerswald & John Kuchta, Co-Chairs 
k. Elections and By-laws- Bill Scheding, chair 

Haven’t heard back on bylaw changes. 
l. Great Streets Ad Hoc Committee – Michelle Krupkin, chair 
m. Aging in Place Ad Hoc- Sherri Akers & Robin Doyno, Co-Chairs 

Meeting are a speaker series; Mike Bonin is August speaker. 
11. Discussion Calendar 
12. Unfinished Business - Action items held over from previous meeting (Public comment 

permitted) 



	  

13. Grievances, if any, received 
14. Future agenda items 
15. Public Comment 
16. Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 P.M. 
 

 

* In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 
majority or all of the board in advance of a meeting, may be viewed at http://www.marvista.org or at 
the scheduled meeting. In addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the 
agenda, please contact secretary@marvista.org. 

** As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does 
not discriminate on the basis of disability and upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation 
to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive 
listening devices, or any auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request. To ensure 
availability of services, please make your request at least 3 business days pior to the meeting you wish 
to attend by contacting chair@marvista.org. 
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